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BIRDWATCHING IN THE

TERRES DE LOEBRE

01. Watching from a
distance 02. Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus).
03. Purple Gallinude
(Porphyrio porphyrio).
04. Ebro Delta. 05.

LOEncanyissada.

Getting off the plane, and an hour later watching birds. And not juSiregig®ktanding on a boardwalk on a meander of the river Ebro, envel
birds, but some new and exciting ones. The birds of the Mediterramelishitben riverside vegetation and almost deafening birdsong. Th
the sun on your back and a sea breeze on your forehead, yousteudine of the experiences of birdwatching in the Terres de IOE
gazing at exotic pink flamingos, dazzling bee-eaters, scores of wadérsuagainghagine them if you like, or you can come and see it all
a backdrop of majestic mountains. Or else wandering along theyimiiisale

course of a sinuousnarrow river, through gorges and past mountain slopes

which rise to summits where Bonelli®s Eagles and Griffon Vultures sail ) )

effortiessly by. Can you imagine...?



~
THE TERRES DE LOEBRE

BIRDWATCHERQOS DESTINATI

From mountains to sea: the Terres de IOEbre i$HaMEd 0 YO Barcelonas international airport is only 150 kilometr

the most important wetland on SpainOs Mediterranean coast #¥98milesjdrom the Terres de IOEbre. Better still, the internation

delta. Watched over by the abrupt and enigmatic mountainstadRéus is only 50 kilometres away. The coastline of the Terres

Ports, reaching up to 1.447m. is well communicated by a modern network of motorways a
roads, as well as by rail.

Exciti ng Dirds: 70% of the world®s population of the rare AudouinOs

al airport
de IOEb
1d main

Gull breeds in the Ebro Delta. The exotic Greater Flamingo mifief SpeC|aI mgredlents who can resist trying the unique

thousands. From Purple Gallinules and Little Bitterns in the daitas tand olive oil of the region, the shellfish and fresh fish f
BonelliOs Eagles and Eagle Owls in the mountains, itOs bothdwmlaiandritie coast; meeting people who are warm and welco
guantity that count. well prepared for receiving the visitor; and enjoying tourism ur

by the masses, with its own seal of personality?

Birds for all seasons: there are scores of attractive and

appealing breeding and resident birds, spring and autumn miWﬂiBI% famlly or friends: youOll find excellent an

full of surprises, and winter wetlands bristling with life. ThereOsinomuahodation, good local food and produce, long, sandy

thing as a dull day in the Terres de IOEbre. peaks with breathtaking views, rivers and waterfalls, histori
cultural monuments. The right remaining ingredients to make
your companions happy, even the non-birding ones!
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EXCITING

AudouinOs Gull

Black Wheatear

BonelliOs Eagle

Squacco Heron

BIRDS

This handsome and rare gull is endemic to the Mediterranean. In the year 2006 there we
pairs of Audouin®s Gulls nesting in the Ebro delta. Large numbers of birds gather at th
Sant Carles de la R™pita, but the species can be seen throughout the delta in small nur
on its shores, rice fields and salt pans. Some birds remain in and around the delta dul
winter months.

In Europe this attractive sedentary bird is only found in the Iberian Peninsula. Much of its
population inhabits the Mediterranean mountain ranges of the Terres de IOEbre: Card—,
and Montsi". It is also found in the north of the region, in the semi-arid, deserted lands
surrounding the River Ebro.

Around 65% of this eagleOs European population inhabits Spain. Its Catalan strongholc
Terres de IOEbre, where it roams the abrupt mountains of the Prelitoral range, soaring
craggy peaks, olive groves and pine clad slopes of The Ports, Card— and Tivissa mas
prefers to hunt over rich Mediterranean mosaics, usually between altitudes of 200 and

The vast majority of the estimated 700 pairs of the Squacco Heron breeding in Cataloni
in the Ebro Delta, where the protection of wetlands and beneficial changes in agricultural pr
have led to a significant increase in the species® numbers. It is mostly present from April tc
although in the last few years very small numbers have overwintered.



Here is a quick look at some of the bird species you could expect to see on

a birding trip to the Terres de IOEbre. Some are rare, some are exotic, and many
others are typically Mediterranean. Of course there are a good many species
that have not been mentioned P itOs so hard to choose!

Red-necked Nightjar

Slender-billed gull

Red-rumped Swallow

Collared Pratincole

~

This species is a summer visitor to the region, between mid-April and late S

eptembel

breeds in flat or undulating dry country with scattered trees or open pinewoodls. At nig|

listen out for its hollow, knocking call, very different from that of the Europea
The Red-necked Nightjar is widespread in the Terres de IOEbre, absent only
delta and above altitudes of 600 metres.

The species first bred in the Ebro delta in 1975, when 12 pairs were found. N
600 pairs of Slender-billed Gulls, representing 70-75% of the speciesO Iberiz
nest annually in the delta. It can be seen on saltpans, at river and channel
above all along the shores of the two bays, the Fangar and the Alfacs. More t
remain throughout the winter months.

This species, present in the region from March to September, has spread quite
over parts of Catalonia in recent years. Its main population in the Terres de IO

n Nightja
from the

DW more
n popula
mouths a
nan 100 |

spectacu
Ebre is ir

comarca of the Ribera dOEbre, where it nests in rocky areas and in artificial breeding si

such as abandoned buildings and under bridges. All indications are that it v
further areas in the coming years.

Normally between 60 and 80 pairs of Collared Pratincoles nest in the Ebro delt
where the species can be seen between the months of April and September
sea level in areas of low vegetation, rough pastureland and on banks betwee
at the Erms de la Tancada, Lo Garxal and the Canal Vell.

ill coloni

1 every e
It breed
n rice fie
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BIRDWATCHING ITINERARIES

INTHE TERRES DE LOEB

ltineraries 1 and 2 Between them cover the major birddtRing ' 1€S 5 and 6 Are located in the little-known sierras
sites in the Ebro Delta Natural Park. Declared a SPA (Special rotectiond Boix. Here the visitor can find great birds, but also m
Area) and listed as a Ramsar site, the Ebro Delta is a wewgrél There is well-conserved Mediterranean woodland with pine :
international importance with some 95 breeding species Ofipd Eyergreen Oaks. There are also stands of yew, some of whict

Additionally, its variety of lagoons, dunes, beaches, bays a”doféﬂ@(}éa to be more than a thousand years old. There are even anc
woodlands serve as an essential stopover point for a large numg abamtmgs underground caves and also the characteristic Dwzx

range of migratory and wintering birds, and make an excellent t%acligarl?r% (Chamaeraps humilis), Europe®s only native palm tree. Cu
for birders and photographers alike. ' '

two pairs of Bonelli®s Eagle and some 5 pairs of Golden Eagles ir

. . this enchanting massif.
ltineraries 3 and 4 Encourage the naturalist to sample the

i i in with beautif I r
gg‘{/eersent :;?C: OLHEO:S ZZ:SS v\?elrrzl;gtva;nlcgggn n\:\” A ;;?L;rlolrjn elrérary 7 Is a visit to the Sebes and Flix meander Nature Rese
gorg P P n the banks of the river Ebro it incorporates two areas separe

stronghold for the Spanish Ibex (Capra pyrenaica), there are s?n |x dam. On one side there is the wetland area of Sebes upi
Boar, Wild Cat, Otter, Roe Deer and 50% of the species of et[gl
dam, and downriver there is the meander. The reserve boc

that can be found in Catalonia. Add to all that an exciting an varc? Ihe most extensive reedbeds in Catalonia, reaching over 2

I number of large r rs, Els Ports ar rI
birdlife, including a good number of large raptors, Els Po tsaecggsyc\"de It also has well conserved gallery woodlands, with willc
worth discovering.

white poplars, tamarisks and alders. Active conservation managem
of the reserve has been undertaken since 1999.



A total of 8 itineraries have been
selected and designed to
guide the visiting birdwatcher
around the outstanding natural

LA

" Fatarella >(
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Reus 50km

Benis

g@ANDESA T

countryside. From here the road leads down to the
the River Matarranya passing through peaceful, almost
landscapes. These are semi-arid, pine clad lands, w
has left his mark in the shape of terraced olive groves,
vineyards and beautiful dry stone walls. Discover
lonely hermitages, either perched on hilltops o
concealed in valleys where only birdsong
the silence. The itinerary reaches its climax
huge river cliffs on the banks of the River Ebr

LOAmpolla

~_ Golf de
\ Sant Jordi

N /Caru 1.447m
P'ARC NATURAL DELS

Eucallptus

de La RApita Alfacs 4 0
Imes de
Tnmtat

01. Sands of the Ebro Delta. 02. A rice field in
the Ebro Delta. 03. Els Ports. 04. Mind the ducks.

Birdwatching in the Terres de IOBbiléineraries
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ITINERARY O).South of the river Ebro

Time: A full day / Starting point: The village of Pobleno

\

Take the road leading northwards out of the village, parkingdnntirue towards the coast, stopping at the Sant Antoni sal{pans.

observation tower soon encountered on the right. On the widyis is usually a very interesting spot for gulls, terns and waders. In

look out for Squacco Herons in the ricefields. This observaticheédweeding season there are numbers of Sandwich, Little and|Commor
offers views over IOEncanyissada lagoon and the possibility ®ésezindgile small groups of Caspian Terns may be found at ahy time o
species such as Little Bittern, Purple Gallinule, Red CrestedtRectemd Slender-billed, AudouinOs and Yellow-legged Gulls jare almo
Caspian Tern, Black-winged Stilt, Marsh Harrier, Greater Féwaiygpresent, while the most commonly found waders includge Avocet,
Fan-tailed Warbler and Great Reed Warbler. It

is also worth taking a walk along th Curlew Sandpiper, Dunlin, Greenshank,
to look and listen for Savi®s Warbler Redshank, Spotted Redshank, Ruff, Kentish
Bunting (the native witherbyi race) Plover and Ringed Plover. Knot and Marsh
the reeds. Sandpiper may be found on migration, while

the Iberian race of Yellow Wagtail breeds in
Drive on, turn right and stop again at ¢ Golf de the low scrubby vegetation.
observation tower as, in addition t : ErmsdeL':f::;a
previously mentioned species, there r Drive to the beach and follow the sandy
be Great White Egret, Gull-billed T track that leads down the Trabucador {o
Bluethroat (during migration or wi the saltpans of la Trinitat.

>

Birdwatching in the Terres de IOEbrEhe Ebro Delta 09




01. Flamingos and gulls in the Ebro Delta 02. Ebro Del

a rice

field after harvesting 03. Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minu
04. Looking over the Encanyissada lagoon.

tus)

i mportant! these saltpans are private property and there is r
public access; please respect the signs). Here the length of the driv
optional but look out for interesting migrants in the little available cove
On the shores of the bay a good variety of waders, gulls and terns r
be seen, including Turnstone, Oystercatcher, Sanderling, Slender-b
Gull and others. In the winter months the waters of the bay are a pri
site for divers, Red-breasted Merganser, Black-necked Grebe and
occasional Common Scoter or Velvet Scoter.

Retrace your steps to follow the eastern edge of La Tancada lagoon
Look for waders in the pools on the left and Lesser Short-toed Lark:
the saltings on the right before reaching the hide overlooking La Tance
This is an interesting site for ducks, including Red Crested Pochard
the occasional Garganey. Ospreys fly over on quite a regular ba:

Between here and LOEucaliptus resort are the Erms de la Tancada
area of saltings, rough pasture with bushes and channels which is ic
for migrant birds in the spring and autumn, with a huge potential fc
producing pleasant surprises. Breeding birds include Skylark, Short-t
Lark and Collared Pratincole, while Richard®s Pipit has become an &
regular wintering species in recent years.

By the road to Amposta there is the Riet Vell Nature Reserve, ar
ecological rice producing farm with regenerated natural areas.

traditional hut houses a visitor centre and two hides overlook the lago
where, among herons, ducks and other water birds, one can see PL
Gallinule, Little Bittern, Whiskered Tern, Great White Egret, Water
and, on rare occasions, BaillonOs Crake and Little Crake. The ecol
ricefields hold species like Squacco Heron and Purple Heron, a va
of waders such as Black-winged Stilt, Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit,



05. Saltpans and the Montsi™ massif 06. Purple Heron
/ (Ardea purpurea) 07. Egrets and Cormorants.

even Greater Flamingo. Noteworthy seasonal visitors include Collared
Pratincole and AudouinOs Gull, and occasionally Great Bittern, between
the harvest and the winter. Tree Sparrow and Common Kestrel breed
in the reserveOs nest boxes.

From here go to Sant Jaume dOEnveja and turn right for the llla de
Buda and the Gola de Migjorn. Follow this road past vast extensions
of rice paddy and eventually past a right-angle bend and onwards to
an observation tower. This offers commanding views over the llla de
Buda with its ricefields, saltings, pools and lagoons and the reedbeds
and marshy areas of the Alfacada, as well as the open sea.

This area is one of the best in the whole of the delta for seeing a great
diversity of birds in a short space of time. In addition to a large variety

of waders, including Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Spotted Redshank and Black-
tailed Godwit there are good numbers of Purple Gallinule, Glossy Ibis,
Great White Egret and a variety of ducks. As well as Marsh Harrier and
Kingfisher you may also see Black Tern, SaviOs Warbler, Spoonbill, Little
Bittern, Squacco Heron, and Greylag Goose and Booted Eagle in the
winter months.

Finally, make the short drive to the beach for a seawatch, at --*~~* ‘=
arguably the best spot in the delta for seeing Gannet, Great Sk

Skua, Razorbill, Balearic and Levantine Shearwaters, sea d
(including Mediterranean Gull), terns and waders, dependin

time of year.

Birdwatching in the Terres de IOEbrEhe Ebro Delta
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ITINERARY O)North of the River Ebro

Time: a full day / Starting point: The town of Deltebre.

Head east out of the town to join the T-340. Follow the roatlinetislacks include Lesser Short-toed Larks and Collarec

a sign indicates OMirador/Restaurant Canal VellO on the Rfatincoles. Besides being a good area for observing migran

Follow this road, parking by the restaurant and continue grafs®rines and Little Gulls, in recent years Crested Coots hay

to the observation tower on the southern tip of the Candiééeline regular visitors.

lagoon. Night Herons can be seen here, as well as Greater Flamingo,

Great White Egret, Bittern (on migration), Little Bittern, GrebteRdduhck to Deltebre, skirting around its northern edge to get t

Warbler, Fan-tailed Warbler, Black-winged Stilt, Kingfisheth®ausktion with the T-3451, which leads to the Platja de la

Harrier and a variety of ducks. Marquesa. This beach is the spot for conducting a seawatch in th
hope of seeing skuas, shearwaters, seaduck and other seabirc

Return to the T-340 and follow the indications to Riumar. &¢dbrling to the season. In the winter months Mediterranean Gul

eastern edge of this beach resort is Lo Garxal B a shallowpagedny in their hundreds, as do Black Terns in late summe

usually dotted with abundant terns and waders, often including

Marsh Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank. Water Rails breed in the

reedy areas along the southern edge while the inhabitants of the



\

Photographers take note! This area can be excellent for close up views of waders, flamingos, terns and gulls, especi

afternoon when the sun is behind you. Birds commonly seen here include many waders like Curlew Sandpiper, Dunlin, Li
Stint, Whimbrel, Black-winged Stilt, etc., AudouinOs, Slender-billed and Mediterranean Gulls, all of the terns of the Ebro dg
winter months. Over the years a good number of rarities have turned up here, including Pectoral Sandpiper, WilsonOs Phala

Ring-billed Gull and RichardOs Pipit.

tle and T
Ita, and
ope, Tere

From here a track leads to the towards the Fangar lighthoys
huge, flat sandy area past the dunes is a major breeding &
terns and Kentish Plover, while the on the bay side there

be large numbers of waders, terns, gulls and dui-
The last port of call is the southern shore of the bay, or po
the Fangar. Back past the restaurant Figueres there is a rog
leads to the edge of the bay. From here it is possible to fol|+
shoreline for approximately 4 kilometres. If possible avoid t
around high tide, when most of the birds, especially the

are forced elsewhere.

01. Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis) 02. Coots (Fulica
atra) and Red-crested Pochards (Netta rufina) 03. Greater §

////77
7z Golf de

39A
O LOAmpoliant Jordi
a/\Les Olles

Q) PUNTA DEL
=

FANGAR
U /
PORT DEL
FANGAR Platja de la
- Marquesa

>
\
N

o
=\ Platja de
_— Riumar
= I Vell
= 2 e“{\) El Garxal
/| RRiumar

/ﬁ/‘\

*TURA
rDE-~m»ELQ o

L CF\Z>
U /

= /- //
/ Platja dels
Eucaliptus

/

Flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus) 04. El Fangar.
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Horta de Sant Joan

ITINERARY O) The Gronses

Coll de Miralles

Starting point: the village of Horta de Sant Joan / Time: 4 -

From de Horta de Sant Joan head southwards along the T-334| turning

Lled—~ . (F;fat de right at the junction with the T-330 and then immediately left, following
dOHortz ﬁ% the indication to OEls PortsO. The road passes through an ajtractive

TERUEL area of olive groves where a short stop could produce observations of

: Woodlark, Cirl Bunting, Short-toed Treecreeper, Serin and|Hoopoe.

<: . ({ Once past the viewing area on the left look for a dirt track on the right.
] ( e Here it is interesting to have a walk around the fields on the v%odland
pAmes gg%lseg p edge, looking out for large raptors on the way, including Golden Eagle,
x > Bonelli®s Eagle, Griffon Vulture and Egyptian Vulture.
Gebenct )
Mas de / Alfara de Carle:

La Franqueta
e° .S
PARC NATURAL
DELS PORTS
P El Toscar
o Mas de/P;u

>/

TERUEL
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Return to the road, following on to a ridge with views of the Roques
Benet on the left and the Gronses on the right. From here a shor
excursion could be made to admire the scenery, as well as to encou
birds like Firecrest, Crested Tit, Melodious Warbler, Sardinian Wat
and Bonelli®s Warbler in the wooded parts, or Black Redstart, |
Sparrow, Blue Rock Thrush, Crag Martin and Alpine Swift in the roc
areas. The Gronses is also a very good place for spotting Spanish
especially early in the morning.

Return to the vehicle and continue along the same road to the Mas
la Franqueta. From here it is possible to follow a track up to the Co
de Miralles, although a vehicle with high clearance is recommende
as the track is quite rough and bumpy, with many fallen rocks. This rc
offers attractive panoramas of the northern edge of the massif






